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COUNTRY FOOTBALL 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [4.51 pm]:  Today I would like to acknowledge the importance and great 
contribution of country football to communities across country Western Australia, including a strong 
contribution in Geraldton and the mid-west.  I also acknowledge the support and great contribution of the many 
other sports which, along with football, are so important to our rural communities.  For well over 100 years, our 
great Australian game has played a key role in the social fabric of our country communities.  Along with the 
strong physical and mental health benefits that the game of football provides, perhaps the most important part is 
that footy provides a social centre for people to come to, be entertained, socialise, let off a bit of steam, relax and 
have fun.  Great inter-town rivalries have been built around football over many years.  These are healthy rivalries 
that are put aside for association and state competition.   

I would like to acknowledge the huge role that volunteers play in the running of football and other sports in 
country WA.  Their role is vital to the ongoing success of our country communities and that role should never be 
underestimated.  I would like to especially acknowledge the great role that women, and in particular women’s 
committees, have played.  It has been enormous.  I would also like to stress the strong leadership role that the 
West Australian Country Football League has played, and congratulate the WA Country Football League 
president, Ken Baxter, and the CEO, Cameron Knapton, who along with the 23-plus country football leagues, 
have enabled country football to meet its challenges and play its key role.   
I would like to recognise the great footballers from the Great Northern Football League, including Steve 
McCann, Kevin Worthington, Kevin Mazzuchelli, Chris Mainwaring, Murray Wrensted, Brad Tunbridge, Jim 
Sewell, Daniel Chick, Paul Hasleby, Andrew Lockyer, Patrick Ryder, Josh Kennedy and, of course, Kevin 
Clune, the “Carnamah Kid”. 
 


